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Recent research reveals significant opportunity for 
Open the Bible to impact lives around the world. 
Younger generations of non-Christians are twice as 
likely as older counterparts to express interest in 
Christianity. And, for those who read the Bible, nearly 
60% say it has transformed their lives.

The challenge, however, is that while large numbers of 
people express an interest in the Bible, many never 
get around to taking the most important 
step—opening it. 

This is why our partnership is so critical. The Bible is 
indeed the living seed that brings new birth, the milk 
that nurtures the life of a new Christian, and the meat 
that builds the muscle of a mature believer. Together, 
we open the Bible for people, help them open it for 
themselves, and equip them to open it with others. 

Thank you for your support of Open the Bible. My 
prayer for 2023 for all those involved in and touched 
by this ministry comes from Colossians 3:16... 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” 

Pastor Colin Smith

Dear Friends,
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About Us

O P E N  T H E  B I B L E  WA S  
F O U N D E D  I N  2 0 0 1  W I T H  

T H E  F O L LOW I N G  M I S S I O N :

To multiply believers 
who are r�ted in �e 

W�d of God, growing 
in l�e f� Christ and 
bearing fruit around 

�e w�ld.

TO ACCOMPLISH THIS MISSION, WE:

Proclaim Christ through modern media

Mobilize believers to share the Gospel 

Equip and train leaders for the Church

One of the biggest barriers to people 

finding Jesus Christ is that, too often, 

they simply do not open the Bible. Our 

mission is to change that. Using a broad 

and ever-evolving array of modern 

media, we want to open the Bible for 

people, help them open the Bible for 

themselves, and equip them to open the 

Bible with others. Our hope is that 

wherever people are spiritually or 

geographically, the resources we offer at 

Open the Bible will lead them to Jesus. 

Behind the Mission

The
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Ministry Impact 
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RADIO
Open the Bible airs on over 600 stations around the world, and 
in all 50 states, reaching millions with the message of the gospel. 
Your financial support is impacting the lives of believers and 
those yet to believe through daily encounters with our risen Lord. 

WEB/SOCIAL
Technology provides real opportunity to share God’s Word. Our 
website is visited by millions each year. In addition, we deliver 
content daily through our mobile app and on social media 
platforms. Your support makes biblical content readily available 
wherever people are and whatever device they use.

PUBLISHING
Open the Bible produces a variety of books and devotionals to 
edify Christians and mobilize them to share the gospel with others. 
Thanks to your support, we can partner with respected Christian 
publishers to create and distribute these important resources. 

OPEN THE BIBLE STORY
From our website, visitors can embark on a guided journey 
through the entire Bible story in 3, 30, or 50 sessions. Each 
journey emphasizes that the Bible is one story that begins in a 
garden, ends in a city, and all the way through points to Jesus. 

OPEN THE BIBLE FOR LEADERS
Launched in June, Open the Bible for Leaders is a free, 
video-based, online training platform that helps next-generation 
church leaders cultivate a rich spiritual life, deepen their grasp 
of biblical doctrine, and fan their God-given gifts into flame.

MINISTRY OUTREACH
While media reaches broad audiences, personal contact makes 
all the difference. Our Ministry Outreach Team connects live 
with thousands of people each year providing support, offering 
prayers, and suggesting gospel resources to assist them in their 
walk with the Lord. 
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“I want to thank Pastor Colin for writing 
Heaven, How I Got Here. God used this story 
in a big way, as it was the basis of our Bible 
Study in the women's jail. My church 
recently started a jail ministry. We meet 
every Tuesday morning with about 30 
inmates. God's forgiveness of the Roman 
soldiers and the one thief's belief in Jesus 
stirred many hearts. The life change in the 
least likely candidate rang true to these 
women. Thank you for your faithfulness in 
sharing Bible truths beyond the cell walls.”

SHERRY       TENNESSEE

In Their W�ds
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We estimate that in 2022, we will 
have reached nearly 15 million 

people with the gospel.
RADIO STATIONS
2010 35 stations in the U.S.
2016 230 stations in the U.S. and abroad
2022 600+ stations in the U.S. and abroad

RADIO AUDIENCE
2010 75,000 people hear the program weekly
2016 750,000 people hear the program weekly
2022 2.5 million people hear the program weekly

WEBSITE
2010 65,000 website visitors
2016 1.5 million visitors
2022 2.6 million visitors to OpenTheBible.org

MOBILE
2010 No mobile app
2016 42,500 total app downloads
2022 120,400 total app downloads

SOCIAL MEDIA
2010 700 followers
2016 80,000 followers
2022 165,000 followers world-wide

NEW DONORS
2010 280 
2016 749 
2022 3,500 

TOTAL DONORS
2010 562 
2016 1,675 
2022 9,500 

Impact in Numbers

“Pastor Colin’s biblical teaching continues to convict, 
challenge, and encourage me every time I listen. Praying 
for all at Open the Bible for strength and courage… never 
has the clear teaching of Scripture been more important.” 

VICKI       WISCONSIN
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During the Covid lockdown, my husband Garry and I 
subscribed to Zoom. I proposed the idea to Anita of going 
through Open the Bible Story with Carol via Zoom. Anita 
took hold of the idea, invited Carol, and the three of us 
began meeting every Monday evening online. The Open 
the Bible Story website made it so easy! And both of my 
sisters fell in love with Pastor Colin’s messages.

After several weeks, Anita and I noticed Carol was 
connecting with the Scriptures in new ways. Then one 
evening, Carol said, “I need to share something with you. 
I’ve forgiven Bill.” To understand the impact that statement 
made on us, you need to know my sister had over three 
decades of bitterness in her heart toward her ex-husband. 
Other signs of new life began to sprout until one night we 
asked Carol if she had put her faith completely in the Lord, 
and she said, “Yes, I think I have.”St�y of Impact :

Sandy Carter
My husband and I relocated from California where we had 
lived and worked for over 20 years. During our move back 
to the Midwest, I said to my husband, “Maybe our extended 
family will be our new mission field.” I prayed for years, 
decades, for my sisters and extended family and believed 
the Holy Spirit was ready to do something wonderful.

I enjoyed Pastor Colin’s sermon series walking us through 
the Bible, and I shared the link to Open the Bible Story with 
my sister Anita. She did the entire study on her own and 
loved it! At that time, the Lord began to impress on me Rom. 
10:17, “So faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word 
of Christ.” I was certain we needed to expose my sister 
Carol to the Word for her to come to faith. 

1 2 1 3

What I liked about Open the Bible Story 
was that it took us through the entire 

Bible, and we could see how the whole 
story fits together. My sister Carol said 

that as the weeks went by, the study was 
just as interesting as the “sister coffee 

clutch”! Every week was an ‘Ah-Ha’ 
moment for her. She loved Sunday school 
as a kid, and this was the "adult" version. 

Plus, she said, “I was sharing this with two 
of the most important and loved people 

in my life—my two sisters.”

openthebible.org/yearend2022



A New Name
One of the largest projects we embarked on in 2022 
was changing our name from Unlocking the Bible to 
Open the Bible. There were four main drivers for this 
important strategic decision:

Urgency in Uncertain Times. With all that is going on in our 
world, we have a renewed sense of urgency toward the work we 
do. If there were ever a time for people to open the Bible and meet 
Jesus, it is undoubtedly now. The word ‘Open’ is so compelling in 
this way. It’s an inviting word, and it is a call to action.

The Name Says It All. While the Bible is the world’s best-selling 
book, many of the people who buy Bibles never open them. The 
biggest barrier to people finding Christ is not that they can’t open 
the Bible... but that they don’t open the Bible. Our mission is to 
change that, and our new name aligns with that mission.

Breadth of Our Resources. As the Lord has richly blessed our 
ministry, we now serve millions around the world.  Most of those 
people, however, know us only as a radio ministry. While radio is 
vital to what we do, we have so much more to offer. One major 
benefit to our name change is that it gives us an opportunity to 
re-introduce audiences to the full breadth of what we do.

Global Impact. As we expand internationally, we have found 
that the name Open the Bible translates far better into the 
languages of the world.

While our name has changed, the DNA of our ministry is the 
same. God’s Word was, is, and always will be the foundation 
of all we do. The two most important words of our name: 
“The Bible” have not changed, nor will they ever.
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HOLY WEEK 2022

For several years, we’ve made significant 
radio investments during Holy Week. The 
focus of these investments has been the 
Heaven, How I Got Here book and radio 
drama. The story of the thief on the cross 
is so powerful around the Easter season, 
as it embodies the essence of what Jesus 
did for us at Calvary. In 2022, we:

Aired the Heaven, How I Got Here radio drama on all 600+ 
stations where our daily program airs

Purchased an incremental 331 airings on additional stations

Reached people in 43 of the 50 largest US cities, including 
Philadelphia, San Francisco, Washington DC, Houston, Boston, 
Atlanta, and Phoenix

Reached over 5 million people—many of whom we pray placed 
their trust in Jesus, just like the thief

L�king Back on 2022 NEW WEBSITE

We had several goals for the 
new website including:

New site structure so content 
can be easily searched online 

Easier access to our most 
popular content

Using the site to increase sign-ups for our weekly and monthly 
email efforts

In just a few months, we’ve seen remarkable results:

100% increase in site visitors in each month since launch

Substantially improved Google search results 

50% increase in page views since launch

55% increase in visitors to Open the Bible Story

LAUNCH OF OPEN THE BIBLE FOR LEADERS

There is great need for sound, Biblical training for 
next-generation leaders of the church. Both vocational pastors 
and lay/ministry leaders have found they stay in ministry longer 
and are more effective when they have a strong biblical 
foundation for the way they lead God’s people.

In June, we went live with Open the Bible for Leaders… our free 
video-based training platform, full of practical, actionable 
guidance for establishing fruitful gospel ministry. Since going live, 
more than a thousand leaders have participated. The feedback 
has already been encouraging, with leaders who’ve participated 
saying it has given them inspiration for their walk with God and 
refreshment when they’ve grown weary.

Today, we offer three modules on our e-learning platform:
Watch Your Life
Watch Your Doctrine
Grasp the Gospel
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L�king F�ward to 2023
There are so many new and exciting projects that we are 
privileged to be pursuing over the next 12 months. Although 
they differ in focus, they all center around the key tenets of our 
mission—opening the Bible for people, helping people open the 
Bible for themselves, and equipping people to open the Bible 
with others. With your continued help, the following key 
initiatives, and others like them, will become a reality in 2023.

SPANISH RESOURCES

In 2022, we took a big leap forward with our content 
translation efforts. By year end, the key portions of Open the 
Bible Story will have been translated, recorded, and released 
in Albanian, Hindi, Hungarian, Indonesian, Japanese, Latvian, 
Spanish, and Tamil. In 2023, we want to go MUCH deeper into 
the development and distribution of Spanish content. 

There are 450 million+ native Spanish speakers in the world, 
many of whom do not know Christ. A large percentage of those 
who do know Christ fall short in their understanding of grace 
and what Jesus really did for us at the cross. In 2023, we will:

Launch a Spanish Open the Bible website

Translate more of our print & electronic resources into Spanish

Embark on a Spanish social media campaign

Launch targeted Spanish language radio specials

Partner with organizations that can help us distribute 
our Spanish content where it needs to go

“I have been so thankful ever since 
the day I stumbled upon Pastor 
Colin Smith in my search results. I 
have learned SO MUCH from all 
his sermons! They are helping me 
to change many of my thoughts 
and attitudes, and through his 
sermons, I have discovered many 
things in my life that I still need to 
deal with. He really has a way of 
explaining the Bible in a way that 
I can understand.”

DARLA       VIA YOUTUBE
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HOLY WEEK 2022
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is so powerful around the Easter season, 
as it embodies the essence of what Jesus 
did for us at Calvary. In 2022, we:

Aired the Heaven, How I Got Here radio drama on all 600+ 
stations where our daily program airs

Purchased an incremental 331 airings on additional stations

Reached people in 43 of the 50 largest US cities, including 
Philadelphia, San Francisco, Washington DC, Houston, Boston, 
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Reached over 5 million people—many of whom we pray placed 
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UNITED KINGDOM

Like much of the western world, the United Kingdom (UK) has 
experienced a rise in secularism and a decline in biblical 
Christianity. But there is reason to be encouraged!

Two out of three people in the UK say they have a Christian 
friend of whom they think highly. This means there are 
opportunities for believers to share their faith. 

While we have aired our radio program in the UK since 2017, 
we are convinced there is much more we could accomplish 
there with a local ministry presence. In June 2022, we 
officially established a UK-based charity (Open the Bible UK).

Starting in 2023, and for several years to come, the US Open 
the Bible ministry will invest in Open the Bible UK, in sort of a 
“start-up” fashion. In 2023, we are praying that together we can:

Continue reaching people with our daily radio program 

Develop UK-specific website, mobile app, blog, and social media

Train a local Ministry Outreach Team to pray with listeners

Engage with like-minded pastors to provide a platform for 
them to share their content 

Host virtual and in-person events 

GROWTH OF OPEN THE BIBLE FOR LEADERS

While the three modules of Open the Bible for Leaders 
soft-launched in 2022 have been extremely well-received by 
over 1,000 registrants, we know there is so much more we 
can do. With that in mind, we are praying that 2023 can be a 
year of significant growth in the reach and effectiveness of 
our gospel-centered, online training for church leaders.

Over the next several months, we will be:

Adding a new module called Pray the Bible

Adding a new module called Sustaining a Lifetime of Service

Developing a 24-session bundle of lessons called Foundations 
of Gospel Ministry

Translating the Foundations lessons into Spanish

Beginning the issuance of certificates for those that complete 
the Leaders training

We believe the Lord has opened a door of opportunity with 
this training that we are uniquely positioned to walk through. 
Our team is very energized by the potential of truly building 
into those that are caring for God’s flock. 
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THE BIBLE is the 
living seed that 
brings new birth. 
It is the milk that 
nurtures the life 
of a new Christian 
and the meat that 
builds the muscle 
of a mature believer.
– Colin Smi�

We N�d Your Help

Take a bold stance
wi� us today

Would you please pray along with us and 
consider growing your investment in this 
ministry this year?

The Lord is indeed providing Open the Bible an 
extended season of blessing. We are amazed and 
humbled by this. As we look to 2023, we will 
continue to be faithful to our mission of opening the 
Bible for you, helping you open the Bible for yourself, 
and equipping you to open it with others in your life. 
We pray our efforts will be used by God for further 
kingdom impact, but we cannot do that without your 
continued partnership. We are praying for $600,000 
in giving this year-end.

Invest in the power of God’s Word.
Open the Bible for others:

openthebible.org/yearend2022
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