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Session 1: Five People
The Old Testament

God is the Creator 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)

Let us make man in our image, after our likeness... So God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 
created them. (1:26-27)

1. Adam

Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 
(Genesis 2:7)

God gave Adam four wonderful gifts
The gift of a home

And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put 
the man whom he had formed. (Genesis 2:8)

The gift of work

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it 
and keep it. (Genesis 2:15)
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The gift of marriage

And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a 
woman and brought her to the man. (Genesis 2:22)

The gift of fellowship with Himself

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool 
of the day... (Genesis 3:8)

Adam and Eve sinned against God

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat of it you shall surely die. (Genesis 2:17)

Therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the 
ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man, and at the east of 
the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned 
every way to guard the way to the tree of life. (3:23-24)

 

God brought hope through a curse and a promise 

Cursed are you… (Genesis 3:14)

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel. (3:15)

ADAM ABRAHAM

2000 BC
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2. Abraham

God made a promise to Abraham 

I will bless you… and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed. 

(Genesis 12:2, 3)

Abraham believed God’s promise  

And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 
(Genesis 15:6)

God’s promise would be fulfilled at unimaginable cost

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!”  
And he said, “Here I am.”  
He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.” (Genesis 22:1-2)

Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son… 
And Isaac said to his father Abraham… “Behold, the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for 
himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” (22:6, 7, 8)

Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, 
caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram 
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. (22:13)
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3. Moses

God delivered His people through Moses 

“I know their sufferings and I have come down to deliver them… and to bring 
them up… to a land flowing with milk and honey.” (Exodus 3:7-8)

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord drove the 
sea back by a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the 
waters were divided. And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea 
on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on 
their left. (14:21-22)

 

God gave Moses the Ten Commandments

And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall 
have no other gods before me.” (Exodus 20:1-3)

And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes… 
(Ezekiel 36:27)

ADAM ABRAHAM MOSES

2000 BC

1500 BC
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God’s commands reflect His character

God gives what He commands by the power of His Spirit

And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes… 
(Ezekiel 36:27)

God gave Moses the sacrifices

The Lord said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up 
out of the land of Eqypt, have corrupted themselves.” (Exodus 32:7)

I will send an angel before you… “Go up to a land flowing with milk and 
honey; but I will not go up among you...” (33:2, 3) 

You shall put the mercy seat on the top of the ark… there I will meet with 
you… (25:21, 22)

ADAM ABRAHAM MOSES DAVID

2000 BC

1500 BC

1000 BC
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4. David

God gave David a promise

I will raise up your offspring after you… and I will establish his kingdom… 

He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. 

I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. (2 Samuel 7:12-14)

God’s presence came to the temple

When the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the house of the 
Lord, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for 
the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord. (1 Kings 8:10-11)

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham. (Matthew 1:1)

ADAM ABRAHAM MOSES DAVID NEHEMIAH
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5. Nehemiah

 
And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water 
Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses 
that the Lord had commanded Israel. (Nehemiah 8:1)

When the Bible is opened God’s people grieve

For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. (Nehemiah 8:9)

When the Bible is opened God’s people rejoice

“…do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” (Nehemiah 8:10)

When the Bible is opened God’s people have hope 

“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And 
the Lord, whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple.” (Malachi 3:1)
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Session 2: Five Events
The Gospels

1. Jesus Was Born

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. You will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.”  
(Luke 1:30-31)

Jesus is God

The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son 
of God. (Luke 1:35)

Jesus is man

The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son 
of God. (Luke 1:35)

Jesus is holy

The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son 
of God. (Luke 1:35)
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2. Jesus Was Tempted

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. (Matthew 4:1) 

Strategy #1 – Create confusion 

“Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 
(Genesis 3:1)

“If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 
bread.” (Matthew 4:3)

“It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’” (4:4)

 

Strategy #2 – Promote presumption 

“You will not surely die.” (Genesis 3:4)

“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written ‘He will 
command his angels concerning you...’” (Matthew 4:6)

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to 
the test.’” (4:7)

BORN TEMPTED

30 YEARS
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Strategy #3 – Arouse ambition 

“You will be like God...” (Genesis 3:5)

“All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 
(Matthew 4:9)

“Be gone, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and 
him only shall you serve.’” (4:10)

Only Christ knows the full power of temptation, because only Christ has withstood 
the full force of the enemy’s assault.

3. Jesus Was Crucified
 
Jesus released forgiveness

 “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34)

Jesus opened heaven

“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43)

BORN TEMPTED CRUCIFIED

30 YEARS

3 YEARS



OPEN THE BIBLE WITH PASTOR COLIN SMITH

11OpenTheBible.org

Jesus endured hell

 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land 
until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”  Which means, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:33-34)

 The Bible tells us what happened in that awful darkness:

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree... (1 Peter 2:24)

The Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6)

He was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds 
we are healed. (53:5)

Jesus died in triumph

“It is finished.” (John 19:30)

Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said “Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. (Luke 23:46)

When the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed 
his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” (Mark 15:39)
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4. Jesus Is Risen

While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in 
dazzling apparel… “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not 
here, but has risen!” (Luke 24:4, 5-6)

“He… has risen!” (24:6)
 

Risen means that Jesus is alive

Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2)

Risen means that death is defeated

God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible 
for him to be held by it. (Acts 2:24)

BORN TEMPTED CRUCIFIED RISEN

30 YEARS

3 YEARS

3 DAYS
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Risen means the whole person will be redeemed

As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, 
and said to them, “Peace to you!” But they were startled and frightened 
and thought they saw a spirit. And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, 
and why do doubts arise in your hearts? See my hands and my feet, that it 
is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as 
you see that I have.” And when he said this, he showed them his hands and 
his feet. And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said 
to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled 
fish, and he took it and ate before them. (Luke 24:36-43)

5. Jesus Is Ascended

 
And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 
them. While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into 
heaven. And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
(Luke 24:50-52)

BORN TEMPTED CRUCIFIED RISEN

30 YEARS

3 YEARS

3 DAYS

ASCENDED

40 DAYS
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Disciples have joy because Jesus is in heaven

While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into 
heaven. (Luke 24:51)

We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
(1 John 2:1)

Disciples have joy because Jesus is blessing His people

While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into 
heaven. (Luke 24:51)

[Jesus] is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through 
him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. (Hebrews 7:25)

Disciples have joy because Jesus will return

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up into heaven? This Jesus, who 
was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11) 

These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name.  (John 20:31)
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Session 3: Five Gifts
The Epistles

1. The Gift of the Holy Spirit

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

The sound of the wind

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. (Acts 2:1-2)

The sight of the fire

And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of 
them. (Acts 2:3)

Communication in many languages

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:4)
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2. The Gift of Faith 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. (Hebrews 11:1)

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God. (Ephesians 2:8)

Faith is not a capacity that some people are born with

Faith comes through the Word of God

Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 
(Romans 10:17)

 
Faith involves personal trust based on compelling evidence

These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. (John 20:31)

HOLY SPIRIT FAITH
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3. The Gift of Forgiveness
 
When you see the word “justified” in the Bible, remember that it means forgiven. 

We are forgiven by grace

…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified 
by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 
(Romans 3:23-24)

We are forgiven through faith

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:1)

We are forgiven because of Jesus’ blood

Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall 
we be saved by him from the wrath of God. (Romans 5:9)

We are not saved by the strength of our faith but by the strength of our Savior!

HOLY SPIRIT FAITH FORGIVENESS
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4. The Gift of the Church

…Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her. (Ephesians 5:25)

The church is made up of all believers in every time and place

“And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18)

The church is a local congregation of believers

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and 
him alone… But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you… 
If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church.” (Matthew 18:15, 16, 17)

The church is central to the purpose of God

…the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, so that 
through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known 
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. (Ephesians 3:9-10)

HOLY SPIRIT FAITH FORGIVENESS CHURCH
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The church has a glorious future

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify 
her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so 
that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 
(Ephesians 5:25-27)

5. The Gift of Heaven

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away... (Revelation 21:1)

God will live with His people

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. (Revelation 21:2)

“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, 
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away.” (21:3-4)

HOLY SPIRIT FAITH FORGIVENESS CHURCH HEAVEN
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Paradise will be restored

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of 
the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life… 
(Revelation 22:1-2)

 
In heaven, you will have a better home

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life… also, on either side 
of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each 
month. (Revelation 22:1, 2)

In heaven, you will have better work

The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship 
him… the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
(Revelation 22:3, 5)

In heaven, you will enjoy better company

It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, 
and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were 
inscribed—on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south 
three gates, and on the west three gates. (Revelation 21:12-13)
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In heaven, you will have better knowledge of the Lord

They will see his face... (Revelation 22:4)
 

The Bible ends with a marvelous invitation

The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.”  
And let the one who hears say, “Come.”  
And let the one who is thirsty come;  
Let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 
(Revelation 22:17)

He who testifies to these things says,  
“Surely I am coming soon.”  
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. (22:20-21)
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Notes


